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I first encountered the art of J.M. DeSantis in 2013 at a small art show in
Northern New Jersey that focused mainly on fantasy illustration, where .M.
had brought along early issues of his comic Chadhiyana, a beautifully
colored and highly stylized story that is a joy to behold. On the wall next to
his table hung impressive paintings that could’ve easily been covers to
Dungeon and Dragons modules, but one image struck a chord in this horror
fan: a seated figure in a dark room with the tentacled head of Cthulhu on its
shoulders, a cup of tea in its claw, a portrait of H.P. Lovecraft hung on an
unseen wall behind the chair. This enigmatic character fit perfectly with the
work of other Lovecraftian artists in attendance, like Kurt Komoda, myself,
and the late C.]J. Henderson, but there was an underlying humor in J.M.’s
illustration that set it apart and above the others, a humor that held such rare
potential... who would’ve suspected such an eldritch horror could be so
charming and debonair? But who was he?

It must’ve been this question and the response of fans that provided J.M.
reason to give the figure both a name and a voice with the start of the
Gentleman Cthulhu webcomic in 2015. Since then, Cthulhu has become a
foil for literary and political satire as DeSantis explores his genre interests
and acknowledges current events, and with this second volume of collected
strips, he breathes new life into a Great Old One.

Cheers!

-Dave Felton



The author is also pleased to feature this
rendering of Gentleman Cthulhu by Dana Sanguir.



Hbhorred Disappointment

IT WAS WITH A MIXTURE OF SHAME AND
HORROR THAT I LOOKED LUPON THE
STATUE PERCHED LUPON MY DESK, FOR
UNEQUIVOCABLY I FELT IN DEATH I WAS
POSSIBLY EVEN LESS SUCCESSFLUL
THAN IN LIFE FOR SUCH AN ABHORRED

STILL TRYING TO
WIN THAT W%MN’S

RAGS GETTING IN
THE WAY OF HER
AFFECTIONS.

A
N A

YOU'RE THE
DESCENDANT OF
THE &REAT VICTOR
FRANKENSTEIN!

THAT MAN--IF MAN HE CAN B8E CALLED--
HAD TAKEN [T UPON HIMSELF TO MAKE
SUCH JESTS FROM THAT WHICH HAD BEEN
MY LIFE'S WORK--A SERIOUS PLURSUIT
OF HIDDEN KNOWLEDGE AND ARCANE
TRUTHS NOW REDUCED TO VULGAR
TRASH AND A ONE-WORD PUNCHLINE...

REMOVE A FEW
D SHOW HER
THE MAN BENEATH?

I PATHER LIKE
THIS DASHING CUT




New Material

BORING AS
ALL THAT?

OH, NO NO
NO NO NOf

LEARNINE IS
SUPPOSED TO

IT'S CRIMINAL
& 10 see you so
S UNENTHUSIASTIC IN
SLICH AN ERUDITE
ESTABLISHMENT.

ENGAGING!

A FRESH
PERSPECTIVE
ON THOSE E

YOU'Re
QUITE
MISTAKEN.

YOU SIMPLY
CAN'T TAKE A TRULY WANT
BATH, PUT ON NEW A WOMAN'S
BANDASES AND EXPECT LOVE YOU'VE
A WOMAN OPEN HER &0T TO DO
HEART TO YOU. SOMETHING
MORE!




Catch Their Rttention

WHAT A
REMARKABLE

~| LIKENESS OF |
A NAMELESS

BUT IF YOU'RE E0ING
TO CATCH THE ATTENTION
OF THE CONVENTION
60ERS, YOU'RE 60INE TO
HAVE TO STAND OUT.
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Bragging Rights

WELL,
WELL
WELL.

ANOTHER NEW YORK COMIC
CON HAS COME AND 60NE
AND OF ALL THE PRINTS AND
COMICS ON MY CREATOR'S TABLE
WHO'S COMIC WAS IT THAT SOLD
OUT BEFORE THE LAST DAY?

MY DEAR

CAN YOU
FRIEND.

NOT SEE YOUR
STRATESY IS NOT

IS5 FIERCE, AFTER WHAT ABOUT
ALL, AND BOOTH A DISPLAY THAT

SPACE IS NOT ., MOVED AND MADE
CHEAP,

IF YOU'RE E0INE TO
SWEETEN UP YOUR SWEETHEART
YOU'RE 60INE TO HAVE TO OFFER
HER SOMETHING SWEET TO EAT.
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AS YOURSELF SHOULD
HAVE THE VERY BEST .
COSTUME ON A NIGHT SOMETHING
o SUCH AS THIS. A BIT MORE
& AUTHENTIC.

Happy Halloween 08
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AND A
HAPPY BIRTHDAY SINCERE THANK
TO MY CREATOR, YOU FOR ALL THE
J. M. DESANTIS! WORK YOU DO,

YOUR ART, AND /N

A TEACHING (3%

POSTIS §&
BEYOND ME.

ENJOY THAT
LINEAMILIAR
sensatioN oF [ |
BLISSFUL ] UP YOU AND DRAW
IDLENESS! | ) [=1e]]
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